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JUSTICE UNDER FIRE

‘Win at all costs’
1S Smith County’s
rule, critics claim

By EVAN MOORE
Houston Chronicle

TYLER — She stands by the entrance to the
Smith County Courthouse: Themis, Greek god-
dess of justice, displaying her sword and
scales in reassuring familiarity.

At first glance, that is.

Initially, the statue appears indistinguishable
from thousands of other such images that
promise equity at courthouses throughout the
nation. Closer inspection, however, reveals an
omission: Smith County’s goddess has no
blindfold. Whether by mistake or by design,
her sculptor left her with an unflinching stare
for all who pass.

That stare is fodder for a rueful joke among
defense attorneys. In Smith County, they say,
justice is far from blind.
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It covers 928 square miles of rolling, pine-

studded hills in the heart of East Texas. Smith
— 3 County: largely rural,
i oox distinetly Southern,
o with a population of

roughly 300,000 and a
conservative history
that dates to 1846. Its
principal city and
county seat is Tyler, a
community of stately
old homes, lush gar-
dens, a population of
80,000 and the unofiicial
title of rose capital of
the state.

Smith County is

Tyler Telegraph ymown for more than

Jack Skeen has an roses, however. It also
enviable conviction 1; nottiedffpr t1jts Ownhich
record as district ~ Dbrand ot justice, whi
attorney in Smith 1S swiit and sure, driven

by aggressive prosecu-
County, wherea 5 _C3 = hieve some

reputation for ,

inequity in criminal gégeenségt.e S longest

cases has Critics say Smith

ﬂOUnShed. Count)r's jusﬁce systern
is tainted and inequi-

table. Within the past two years, two men

have been released from prison on overturned
convictions here. Defense attorneys have com-
plained of suppressed evidence, witnesses co-

See SMITH on Page 18A.
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In Smith County, the goddess of justice is not blind, defense attorneys say. “We have a
problem in Smith County and we've had one for years,” says Weldon Holcomb, a longtime
respected criminal defense attorney. "Our district attorney has a win-at-all-costs policy.”
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